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possible for him to ascend the mountain, he in-
vited many of them to peace, by the offer of his
right hand for their security, and of his inter-
cession for them. Accordingly they came down,
but with a treacherous design ; as well as he had
the like treacherous design upon them on the
other side.   For Placidus spoke mildly to them,
aiming to take them, when he got them into the
plain.   They also came down, as complying
with his proposals; but it was in order to fall
upon him when he was not aware of it.    How-
ever, Placidus's  stratagem was   too  hard for
theirs; for when the Jews began to'fight, he
pretended to run away; and when they were in
pursuit of the Romans, he enticed them a great
way along the plain, ancl there made his horse-
men turn back.   Whereupon he beat them, and
slew a great number of them, and cut off the
retreat of the rest of the multitude, and hin-
dered their return.    So they left Tabor, and
fled   to Jerusalem:   while the people  of the
country came to terms with him.   For their
water failed them, and so they delivered up the
mountain and themselves to Placidus. *
Traditions here speak of a city built on the
top, which sustained a five years' siege, drawing
* Whistons Josephus, Jewish War, book iv. c. 1. 8.   Ibii
book ii. c. 20.5., and Antiq. book xiv, c. 6. 4.